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Introductory. 

We  have  all  heard  the  remark,  and  if  in  becoming  modesty,  we 
have  remained  silent,  we  have  found  the  statement  verified  that 
no  matter  how  important  may  be  the  thought  we  wish  to  express, 
some  one  else  will  speak  it  if  we  wait  long  enough. 

Having  waited  a  sufficient  time  without  discovering  that  any  one 
had  covered  my  ground,  I  venture  upon  a  theme  of  deep  and  lasting 
common  interest. 

I  shall  have  my  reward  if  I  succeed  in  impressing  upon  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  my  hearers  something  of  the  spirit  and  motive  of  a  not 
very  distant  past,  when  the  founders  of  this  Republic  and  the  makers 
of  our  early  history  thought  and  lived  in  the  consciousness  of  their 
responsibility  to  Almighty  God  and  of  an  obligation,  serious  and 
exacting,  to  lay  solid  foundations  for  us  who  were  to  come  after 
them  in  a  Democracy  which  would  not  crumble  or  decay. 

The  Democracy  which  I  have  in  mind  does  not  mean  the  rule  of 
the  people,  any  more  than  vox  populi,  which  is  vox  Dei,  is  the  cry  of 
a  mob,  or  any  more  than  Home  Rule  is  practicable  without  regard 
to  the  real  ownership  of  the  land.  Democracy  is  a  Government  of 
the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people,  not  at  random  or  in 
popular  violence  but  upon  the  principles  of  a  great  Original,  con¬ 
scientiously  maintained  in  accordance  with  reason,  justice  and 
prudence.  Democracy  is  not  the  rule  of  the  Head  Hunters  of  North¬ 
ern  Luzon,  nor  the  new  Turk,  but  of  people  who  are  sober,  intelli¬ 
gent,  true  and  honest.  Any  other  kind  of  Democracy  is  doomed  to 
failure  and  is  not  contemplated  in  the  remarks  to  follow. 

The  fundamental  requirements  of  an  enduring  Democracy,  it  will 
no  doubt  be  agreed,  are  those  elements  which  contribute  to  charac¬ 
terize  our  Government  and  mode  of  life  as,  first  of  all,  intelligent, 
next,  as  having  a  firm  substratum  of  morals;  that  our  people  be 
honest,  pure,  loyal  to  principle,  with  proper  domestic  social  aims 
and  purposes. 

In  the  first  address  I  endeavour  to  set  forth  a  scope  of  knowledge 
larger  than  that  offered  in  school,  college  or  university.  Next  I 
attempt  to  present  the  relation  of  ethics  to  the  scheme,  under  the 
title  “Law  (moral  law)  and  Life.”  In  the  third  place,  my  effort 
is  to  show  the  importance  of  a  definite  personal  belief  and  its  rela¬ 
tion  to  life. 

To  this  as  a  fundamental  element  I  call  attention  as  a  real  neces¬ 
sity,  in  order  to  show  a  man’s  true  position,  animus,  and  prospective 
achievement.  As  a  man  believes,  so  is  he. 

While  by  force  of  circumstances  a  man  may  be  borne  higher  than 
his  personal  belief,  this  fact  does  not  offer  a  reliable  outlook;  and 
it  may  be  conceded  in  all  fairness  that  as  a  matter  of  observation  a 
man  does  not  rise  higher  in  ideals  and  their  fulfillment  than  the 
corresponding  depth  of  his  underlying  convictions. 
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I  had  proposed  in  the  last  place  to  consider  the  great  classic,  the 
Bible,  in  this  connection,  and  to  point  out  the  influence  of  this 
Book  upon  the  foundation  of  our  Republic;  that  to  this  source  are 
traceable  many  of  the  principles  of  organization,  and  from  it  are 
derived  the  elements  which  conserve  and  perpetuate  all  that  is  best 
in  a  nation,  which  is  still  on  trial.  Many  Democracies  have  risen 
and  failed.  The  hope  and  expectation  of  ours  are  laid  in  the  sturdy 
maintenance,  by  at  least  a  sufficient  number  to  affect  the  whole,  of 
the  fundamental  requirements. 
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The  Cognates  of  Education. 

Proverbs  3:13-14. 

Happy  is  the  man  that  findeth  wisdom,  and  the  man  that  getteth 
understanding: 

For  the  merchandise  of  it  is  beter  than  the  merchandise  of  silver, 
and  the  gain  thereof  than  fine  gold. 


Something  over  forty  years  ago  my  attention  was  drawn  to  this 
eulogy  on  wisdom,  before  I  had  read  its  connection  with  any  degree 
of  attention. 

It  was  a  mother’s  parting  message  to  her  son  written  on  the  first 
fly-leaf  of  his  Bible.  The  connection  of  the  text  made  me  think, 
and  great  edification  was  derived  from  the  reiterated  praise  of  what 
soon  appeared  to  be  much  more  than  a  faculty,  original  or  expanded. 
I  have  since  come  to  learn  wisdom  to  be  one  of  the  communicable 
attributes  of  Deity;  have  voluntarily  accepted  the  belief  that  this 
attribute  is  incarnated  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  and  exhibited 
in  the  life  of  Christ-like  men. 

The  writer  of  these  Proverbs  appears  to  have  produced  this  body 
of  advice  at  a  time  when  his  mind  was  pure  and  his  heart  free  from 
the  distractions  of  secular  thoughts  and  carnal  delights  which  after¬ 
ward  soiled  his  being  and  gave  such  a  tragic  termination  to  a  com¬ 
bination  of  marvellous  gifts  and  inspired  insight  into  life.  He 
possessed  opportunities  in  traditional  thought  and  in  revelation 
never  shared  by  Confucius,  Marcus  Aurelius  or  other  writers  of  pro¬ 
verbs. 

There  run  through  his  writings  a  prophecy  and  an  anticipation  of 
truth  and  righteousness  which  are  offered  to  us  in  ideal  form  and 
proportions  in  Jesus  of  the  Gospels  and  Epistles. 

Read  in  the  light  of  New  Testament  illumination,  the  Book  of 
Proverbs  is  a  hand-book  of  prime  value  for  a  young  man.  Everyone 
who  has  any  hope  or  desire  to  attain  wisdom  should  carry  and  use 
a  vest-pocket  edition  bound  up  with  the  New  Testament.  It  touches 
the  core  of  the  difficulties  and  temptations  of  youthful  life  and  pre¬ 
pares  the  way  for  successful  adventure  in  everything  that  makes 
life  great  and  noble:  and  this  spells  success,  not  material,  not  tem¬ 
poral,  but  thorough,  permanent,  imperishable. 

The  Meaning  of  Education. 

It  is  within  the  memory  of  most  of  us  here  present  that  the  term 
education  has  for  a  long  time  connoted  the  cultivation  of  the  mental 
faculties  alone.  Recently  has  the  truth  found  wide  acceptance  that 
education  means  not  the  pouring  in  of  knowledge  from  the  outside 
but  the  drawing  out  along  proper  and  normal  lines  of  powers  and 
faculties  possessed. 


It  matters  not  for  our  purpose  whether  the  mind  be  lodged  in 
the  biceps  muscle,  in  the  solar  plexus  or  in  the  gray  matter  of  the 
brain,  where  modern  physiology  locates  it;  to  train  the  thoughts,  to 
cultivate  the  imagination,  to  develop  judgment,  to  facilitate  synthe¬ 
sis  have  been  the  summum  opus  of  the  schools  of  modern  times. 

More  recently  has  followed  the  specialization  which  included  first, 
the  theory  and  then  the  practice  in  the  form  of  quiz,  clinic  or  moot- 
court  of  the  learned  professions.  These  have  been  succeeded  in  our 
generation  by  the  establishment  of  schools  of  commerce  and  trade, 
business  colleges,  agricultural  and  manual  training  and  technological 
institutes.  With  the  multiplication  of  discoveries  and  the  rapid 
increase  of  inventions  there  have  evolved  with  great  rapidity  poly¬ 
technic  schools,  part  science,  part  experiment  and  part  investigation, 
designed  to  fit  men  to  use  with  intelligence  and  efficiency  their  hands 
and  feet  as  well  as  their  eyes  and  ears. 

These  supply  training  which  heretofore  had  been  imperfectly  pro¬ 
vided  in  applenticeships,  now  almost  unknown  in  this  country, 
which  took  young  men  along  as  far  as  their  employers,  bosses  or 
managers  could  teach  them  out  of  their  experience,  with  abundant 
opportunity  always  left  for  self-development  and  the  application  of 
originality.  We  cannot  but  feel  that  what  has  been  gained  in  equip¬ 
ment  and  system  applicable  to  many  has  lost  somewhat  of  the 
thoroughness  and  the  valuable  discipline  of  the  old  method. 

The  postulates  of  education  are  thus  seen  to  be  what  in  the 
vernacular  has  often  been  referred  to  as  book-learning,  next  pro¬ 
fessional  equipment,  specific  training  for  mechanical,  industrial, 
commercial  and  domestic  arts,  with  a  quick  gradual  trend  toward 
applied  physics,  with  a  view  to  employment  for  money-getting, 
whatever  be  the  purpose  underlying  the  securing  of  wealth. 

Most  of  the  achievements  of  our  day  are  in  this  field  and  have 
little  if  any  of  idealism  in  them. 

From  the  mercantilism,  referred  to  by  President  White  of  Cornell 
twenty  years  ago,  we  have  passed  to  mechanism,  a  hard  unsympa¬ 
thetic,  pulley-and-cog  schooling,  of  which  no  man  can  predict  any 
good  to  mankind  except  how  to  get  on,  how  to  live  as  rapidly  as 
possible  this  short  life  of  ours;  and  the  desire  of  Helen’s  Babies 
“to  see  the  wheels  go  ’round”  has  become  the  all-absorbing  facsina- 
tion  of  millions  of  our  fellow-countrymen  whose  minds  and  hearts 
are  capable  of  efforts,  I  will  not  say  more  serious,  but  in  every 
way  more  laudable,  with  results  infinitely  more  compensating  than 
rapidity  of  gait  or  altitude  of  flight. 

In  the  prevalent  scheme  of  education  what  is  there  that  has 
any  direct  bearing  upon  individual  expansion  of  intellect  or  the 
strengthening  and  ennobling  of  heart  impulses?  What  is  there  that 
touches  the  social  regeneration  of  the  world  at  any  point  of  its 
remotest  horizon?  What  that  promises  to  the  succeeding  generation 
any  elevation,  provides  any  guarantee  of  peace,  success  or  happiness. 


to  those  who  follow  us?  What  that  makes  opportunity  to  restore 
the  contingent  of  strength  in  human  society,  by  helping  the  man 
who  is  down  and  out  and  making  a  place  where  his  faculties  may 
be  utilized  under  proper  conditions  which  he  cannot  make,  and 
under  proper  control  which  he  cannot  impart? 

What  is  to  be  the  end  of  the  machine-men  different  from  the 
end  of  the  machine-gun  or  the  engine,  motor,  crank  and  pulley? 
To  be  thrown  after  a  few  years  into  the  scrap  heap,  too  tangled  and 
too  worthless  even  to  be  remoulded  (much  less  remodeled)  because 
it  would  be  less  trouble  to  make  a  new  man. 

If  any  man  is  interested  to  know  the  fundamental  basis  and 
necessary  outcome  of  education  thus  delimited,  if  he  would  study 
the  psychology  of  the  situation,  he  will  find  an  interesting  parallel 
in  a  picture  of  one  of  the  old  prophets  in  which  he  imagined 
Jehovah  addressing  a  heathen  uncivilized  and  untutored. 

Isaiah  XLIV.  9-2  0.  They  that  make  a  graven  image  are  all  of 
them  vanity;  and  their  delectable  things  shall  not  profit;  and  they 
are  their  own  witnesses;  they  see  not  nor  know;  that  they  may  be 
ashamed. 

Who  hath  formed  a  god,  or  molten  a  graven  image  that  is  prof¬ 
itable  for  nothing? 

Behold,  all  his  fellows  shall  be  ashamed;  and  the  workmen,  they 
are  of  men;  let  them  all  be  gathered  together,  let  them  stand  up; 
yet  they  shall  fear,  and  they  shall  be  ashamed  together. 

The  smith  with  the  tongs  both  worketh  in  the  coals,  and  fash- 
ioneth  it  with  hammers,  and  worketh  it  with  the  strength  of  his 
arms;  yea,  he  is  hungry,  and  his  strength  faileth;  he  drinketh  no 
water,  and  is  faint. 

The  carpenter  stretcheth  out  his  rule,  he  marketh  it  out  with  a 
line,  he  fitteth  it  with  planes,  and  he  marketh  it  out  with  the 
compass,  and  maketh  it  after  the  figure  of  a  man,  according  to  the 
beauty  of  a  man;  that  it  may  remain  in  the  house. 

He  heweth  him  down  cedars,  and  taketh  the  cypress  and  the  oak, 
which  he  strengtheneth  for  himself  among  the  trees  of  the  forest; 
he  planteth  an  ash,  and  the  rain  doth  nourish  it. 

Then  shall  it  be  for  a  man  to  burn;  for  he  will  take  thereof, 
and  warm  himself;  yea,  he  kindleth  it,  and  baketh  bread;  yea,  he 
maketh  a  god,  and  worshippeth  it;  he  maketh  it  a  graven  image,  and 
faileth  down  thereto. 

He  burneth  part  thereof  in  the  fire;  with  part  thereof  he  eateth 
flesh;  he  roasteth  roast,  and  is  satisfied;  yea,  he  warmeth  himself, 
and  saith,  Aha,  I  am  warm,  I  have  seen  the  fire: 

And  the  residue  thereof  he  maketh  a  god,  even  his  graven  image; 
he  faileth  down  unto  it,  and  worshippeth  it,  and  prayeth  unto  it, 
and  saith,  Deliver  me;  for  thou  art  my  god. 

They  have  not  known  nor  understood;  for  he  hath  shut  their 
eyes,  that  they  cannot  see;  and  their  hearts,  that  they  cannot  un¬ 
derstand. 


And  none  considereth  in  his  heart,  neither  is  there  knowledge 
nor  understanding  to  say,  I  have  burnt  part  of  it  in  the  fire;  yea, 
also  I  have  baked  bread  upon  the  coals  thereof;  I  have  roasted 
flesh,  and  eaten  it;  and  shall  I  make  the  residue  thereof  an  abom¬ 
ination?  shall  I  fall  down  to  the  stock  of  a  tree? 

He  feedeth  on  ashes;  a  deceived  heart  hath  turned  him  aside, 
that  he  cannot  deliver  his  soul,  nor  say,  Is  there  not  a  lie  in  my 
right  hand?” 


For  personal  contentment,  for  the  good  of  his  fellows,  for  the 
progress  of  the  world  and  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  the  Creator, 
just  how  far  are  our  educated  men  advanced  beyond  the  status  of 
the  heathen  of  Isaiah’s  time? 

Beyond  the  developed  capacity  for  and  variety  of  enjoyment  of 
self,  what  does  our  boasted  education  do  for  us  but  sharpen  our 
wits,  refine  our  sensuality  and  gild  our  images.  For  underneath 
the  smear  of  paint  and  the  tinsel  there  is  the  same  old  block  of 
wood,  part  of  which  feeds  the  fire,  part  warms  the  back  and  part 
is  formed  into  an  idol. 

Even  the  five-foot  book-case,  sans  ethics,  sans  religion,  sans  Bible, 
cannot  redeem  the  enlightened  selfishness  or  disprove  the  radical 
stupidity  of  the  devotees. 

Our  educators  complain  of  the  lack  of  high  ambition  and  general 
worthlessness  of  the  pampered  sons  of  wealthy  parents,  who  excel 
on  the  gridiron  and  yield  to  the  fascination  of  physical  sports. 
By  what  logic?  They  have  only  found  the  acme  of  their  desires  a 
little  earlier  by  not  having  to  work  for  a  living.  And  are  not  man¬ 
ly  powers  of  a  physical  sort  as  proper  an  end  as  highly-developed 
mechanism  of  another  sort? 

I  mean  ultimately,  in  the  long  run,  in  imperishable  values — is 
not  one  about  the  equal  of  the  other? 

Where  there  is  no  vision  the  people  perish  just  the  same. 

You  will  see  my  meaning  a  little  later. 

Now  how  can  any  intelligent  man  look  about  him  and  hear  the 
groanings  of  society  and  the  complaints  of  labor,  or  see  the  great 
world-movements  for  power  or  for  peace,  for  expansion  or  for  main¬ 
tenance  of  their  own,  for  beneficence  or  charities,  for  social  uplift 
and  emancipation  of  the  slaves  of  sin  and  self,  without  perceiving 
that  there  is  a  field,  a  vast  territory  untilled  by  diplomacy  or  philan¬ 
thropy,  by  socialism  or  by  trusts,  by  plodding  labor  or  by  scientific 
management,  and  that  a  large  part  of  creation  still  travails  in  pain 
for  redemption — the  Christ-redemption  of  body  and  of  soul? 

My  main  contention  is  that  no  education  can  ever  claim  complete¬ 
ness  which  does  not  make  specific  provision  for  the  elevation  by 
training  and  discipline  of  man’s  spiritual  nature.  That  education 
has  not  fulfilled  its  function  which  has  drawn  out  one  set  of  latent 
powers,  and  left  personal  gifts  of  many  kinds  unaffected,  or  has 
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refused  to  recognize  in  its  subjects  genius  of  many  orders,  or  has 
failed  to  supply  the  initial  inspiration  and  stimulus  for  great  deeds, 
or  has  sealed  up  from  the  eyes  of  youth  the  vision  of  tasks  which 
will  test  the  energy  and  the  grit  of  such  men  as  I  see  before  me,  and 
has  shut  out  the  prophecy  of  a  new  realm  of  righteousness,  of  peace 
and  of  corporate  endeavour. 

Let  me  urge  upon  our  educators  to  review  their  responsibilities 
to  see  wherein  they  may  not  only  be  teachers  in  the  departments 
respectively  assigned  but  leaders  of  thought  in  the  many  lines  of 
higher  usefulness,  which  are  yearly  opening  to  the  entranced  gaze  of 
young  men  who  want  to  do  some  big  thing,  who  are  longing  to  burst 
their  shells,  go  out  into  the  light  and  stand  for  something  commen¬ 
surate  with  the  powers  that  lurk  within. 

Let  me  encourage  them  to  believe  that  there  are  fruits  for  their 
labours,  results  for  their  seeking,  and  in  their  class-rooms  the 
genius  of  heroism,  philanthropy,  moral  constructiveness,  and  sac¬ 
rifice. 

To  you  young  men  of  the  best  native  American  Stock  who  have 
inherited  along  with  good  names  vigour  of  mind  and  have  gained 
from  your  healthful  surroundinds  abounding  strength  of  limb  and 
lungs  and  heart;  I  make  my  appeal  to  you  to  enquire  and  determine 
whether  there  be  not  a  call  to  every  one  of  you,  not  to  the  wild  of 
an  unrestrained  license,  not  a  call  to  the  blood  of  a  long  dead 
brutal  and  sensuous  ancestry,  but  a  call  which  thrills  every  nerve 
and  pervades  every  fibre  of  your  manhood,  an  echo  from  the  hills 
of  effort  of  voices  whose  speakers,  long  silent,  were  your  sires  in 
the  forties  and  sixties,  a  call  to  battle  for  human  right,  for  honour 
and  charity  and  for  the  triumph  of  the  true,  the  pure  and  the  good. 

There  is  a  distinct  challenge  to  you  in  studies  which  are  not  in 
your  curriculum  here  but  are  written  strong  in  the  preface  of 
Life’s  Lesson  Book. 

What  have  you  done,  what  do  you  propose  to  do  to  make  truth 
revealed  or  traditional  more  effective?  What  to  add  by  your  discov¬ 
eries  to  the  sum  of  useful,  comforting,  beneficent  knowledge? 

Has  the  great  subject  of  religion  no  claim  upon  you  beyond  your 
own  soul’s  health  or  within  the  confines  of  denominationalism? 

What  is  God  to  you? 

An  abstraction  hidden  in  the  back  of  brains  which  can  only 
think  in  terms  of  sight  and  hearing,  touch,  taste  and  smell? 

Is  He  an  Architect  who  after  having  planned  the  cosmos  has 
turned  it  over  to  some  one  else  to  make  it  up? 

Or  a  Creator  who  has  made  the  machine  but  refuses  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  running  of  it? 

Is  He  a“Stream  of  tendency  making  for  righteousness”;  or  is 
He  a  part  of  your  personal  thought  and  life,  a  Being  of  Whose 
presence,  power  and  authority  you  are  perpetually  conscious  as 
occupying  a  peculiar  relationship  to  your  spirit,  its  aspirations,  its 
needs,  its  present  and  its  never-ending  future  state? 
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And  what  is  man  to  you? 

One  of  old  asks  of  God,  “What  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of 
him,  or  the  son  of  man  that  thou  so  regardest  him?  Thou  madest 
him  a  little  lower  than  the  angels  and  crownest  him  with  glory  and 
worship.” 

What  then  is  such  a  being  to  you? 

What  part  have  you  in  man’s  full  use  of  his  divine  inheritance? 
And  what  is  or  is  to  be  your  share  in  the  process  of  world-wide 
extent  and  universal  import  already  going  on  for  two  thousand 
years  to  raise  him  up  to  his  rightful  station  which  has  been  re¬ 
purchased  for  him  (after  his  terrible  defection  and  loss)  by  a  most 
costly  redemption  price? 

Have  you  ever  studied  the  meaning  and  bearing  of  that  little 
germinal  society  which  started  in  Galilee  with  a  constituency  of 
twelve,  little  if  any  above  the  ordinary  men  of  similar  professions 
today? 

Is  there  anything  in  philosophy,  science,  literature  or  history 
which  more  properly  demands  the  exercise  of  your  faculties  to 
discover  its  basis,  trend,  weakness  or  strength,  conditions  and 
limitations,  than  a  movement  from  such  small  beginnings,  which 
has  touched  human  life  at  every  angle  and  influenced  it  from  center 
to  circumference,  and  which  affects,  I  do  not  now  say  for  good  or  ill, 
the  moral  and  intellectual,  the  domestic,  social,  economic  and  polit¬ 
ical  life  of  five  hundred  millions  of  people? 

Has  your  education  taken  a  proper  range  if  you  have  not  ex¬ 
amined  the  phenomena  of  Christianity,  its  history  and  philosophy? 
If  without  examination  of  the  claims  of  Christ  upon  yourself,  your 
mind  and  heart  and  spirit,  you  jauntily  or  carelessly  remark  that 
the  Christian  religion  does  not  impress  you,  you  place  yourself  at 
once  in  the  unenviable  position  of  Napoleon’s  marshall,  Duroc,  who 
once  came  to  his  general,  with  what  the  French  call  a  canard,  the 
English  call  a  cock-and-bull  tale  and  Americans  a  fish  story,  and 
was  promptly  met  with  the  reply,  “Duroc,  there  are  some  people 
(Duroc  was  a  well-known  infidel  in  his  opinions)  and  you  are  one 
of  them,  who  can  believe  anything  in  the  world  but  the  truth.” 

I  happen  to  have  before  me  a  statement  of  a  young  man,  not 
above  the  average,  why  Christianity  compels  acceptance,  which  is 
quite  worthy  of  your  adoption. 

1.  It  is  adaptable  to  all  classes  of  every  nation,  that  is,  it  is 
universal,  and  not  local,  racial  or  national  in  its  character. 

2.  Examined  from  every  pont  of  view  it  is  found  to  teach  only 
those  things  which  lift  humanity  up. 

3.  It  places  upon  its  followers  no  compulsory  burden  but  recog¬ 
nizes  us  as  creatures  of  volition  and  choice. 

4.  It  creates  no  spirit  of  domination  but  is  thoroughly  demo¬ 
cratic  and  places  us  all  on  an  equal  footing  in  Christ  Jesus. 

5.  It  requires  nothing  impossible  nor  impracticable  as  its  Founder 
and  only  Leader  and  Master,  Christ,  first  went  before  and  tried 
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thoroughly  every  doctrine  and  practice  in  customary  human  sur¬ 
roundings  before  requesting  us  to  follow  after  him. 

6.  It  is  beneficial  to  mankind  in  spirit,  mind  and  body. 

The  Personal  Equation. 

As  a  matter  of  obligation  and  privilege  you  are  authorized  and 
compelled  by  your  accepted  status  as  students  to  determine  these 
claims  once  and  for  all  or  relinquish  your  own  claims  to  be  regarded 
as  honest  thinkers  or  serious-minded  men.  Christianity  is  no  joke, 
and  its  logic  is  that  Christ  is  either  a  particular  negative  or  a  uni¬ 
versal  affirmative.  There  is  no  middle  ground.  In  his  own  life, 
by  every  assistance  which  he  can  summon,  every  man  must  work 
out  a  response  to  this  claim  and  accept  the  conclusion  as  to  how 
much  or  what  part  of  his  being  is  amenable  to  the  laws  of  Christ. 

You  may,  as  in  your  other  studies,  employ  the  results  of  other 
men’s  labors  as  long  as  you  do  not  follow  them  slavishly  or  adopt 
without  effort  or  without  comparison  conventional  patterns  of  holi¬ 
ness:  Or  you  may  without  reproach  (as  long  as  you  do  not  set  out 
with  a  bias  against  Christianity)  make  a  complete  original  study 
of  Him  and  His  relation  to  your  personal  life. 

The  Democratic  Conception. 

But  when  you  have  furnished  an  answer  affecting  yourself  do  not 
imagine  that  you  have  grasped  Christianity  or  that  you  are  ac¬ 
cording  to  His  ideal  a  Christian.  There  is  no  place  in  the  world 
for  the  individual  man  and  there  is  no  place  in  the  Church  for  the 
individual  Christian.  When  the  individual  has  thought  his  thought 
and  offered  his  suggestions  and  expressed  his  mind  and  has  added 
his  personal  contribution  individualism  is  ended.  All  existence 
after  that  is  corporate  existence.  Jesus  Christ  established  dem¬ 
ocratic  ideals.  His  Church,  on  its  earthly  side,  is  a  pure  democracy. 
Its  only  Head  is  in  Heaven  and  its  Vicegerent  is  the  Invisible  Spirit 
Who  worketh  in  every  man  severally  as  He  will  and  in  the  Church 
through  order,  method  and  organization.  When  we  call  the  Church 
a  Kingdom,  we  are  simply  recognizing  Christ  as  the  rightful  King. 
We  do  not,  thereby,  alter  the  democratic  character  of  His  Church; 
from  which,  (subject  to  correction  if  it  can  be  found),  all  political 
democracies  have  taken  their  model. 

In  the  Church  the  corporate  idea,  the  welfare  of  the  whole, 
mutual  responsibilities  predominate  everywhere.  The  nearest  mod¬ 
ern  correspondent  of  individualism  is  socialism,  which  has  no  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  democratic  ideal  and  is  in  its  tendencies  and  results 
divisive.  This  view  of  the  Church  and  of  Christianity  which  I  have 
advanced  distributes  the  burden  of  effort  for  the  welfare  of  the 
community  and  extends  the  responsibility  of  the  individual  outside 
of  himself,  beyond  the  state,  across  the  ocean  and  into  the  remotest 
extremity  of  the  inhabited  world. 
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The  Kingdom  of  Christ  contemplates  nothing  less  than  an  all- 
embracing  power  and  authority  universally  accepted  and  its  benefits 
and  obligations  shared  by  all. 

First  grasp  this  idea;  that  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  by 
right  and  must  be  made  so  in  fact  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.  Then  understand  that  you  are  partners  in 
a  world-wide  scheme  which  makes  its  demand  for  thoughtful  and 
active  manifestation  of  your  voluntary  acceptance  of  Him  and  His 
plan.  The  alternative  is  to  remain  in  opposition  to  an  organized 
campaign  of  righteousness  which  has  demonstrated  its  competency 
as  the  sole  means  of  meeting  the  great  moral  issues  of  the  world, 
and  accept  the  result  to  go  down  in  defeat  and  disgrace  without  hope. 

Assuming  that  no  sane  man  will  adopt  the  second  choice,  there 
opens  before  you  as  never  before  since  man  was  placed  on  the  earth 
an  opportunity,  an  equipment,  and  a  prospect  such  as  have  never 
fallen  to  any  generation. 

The  purpose  of  Christianity  offers  a  motive  and  its  prospect  a 
challenge  as  are  nowhere  else  to  be  found  in  the  whole  range  of 
human  plans  and  efforts.  As  Sidney  Smith  says,  “we  are  not  the 
youngest  but  the  oldest  people  in  the  world,  because  we  have  more 
years  behind  us  and  represent  an  accumulation  of  the  knowledge 
and  strength  of  the  entire  past.”  Our  position  then  is  as  tremend¬ 
ous  as  it  is  unique.  Science  has  made  great  strides  in  our  day. 
Christtianity  must  match  these  advances.  We  are  called  upon  like¬ 
wise  to  match  the  abundance  of  discoveries;  the  fertility  of  invent¬ 
ive  genius;  the  subtlety  of  state-craft;  the  development  of  scientific 
business  management;  we  must  match  by  the  cogency  and  purity 
of  methods  which  cannot  be  discounted  the  stupendous  ability  in 
finance,  and  must  match  with  a  rapidity  of  progress  and  intensity 
of  application  world-wide  trade  and  intercourse  which  are  familiar 
facts  of  our  time. 

The  Uses  of  Education. 

This  brief  review  of  a  great  subject  should  not  be  closed  without 
specifically  directing  your  minds  to  two  important  corallaries  of 
the  truth  which  I  have  sought  to  develope. 

Gladly  as  I  would  see  the  best  men  of  you  all,  or  all  of  you,  who 
indicate  the  requisite  fitness,  adopt  the  Ministry  of  Reconciliation 
as  your  vocation,  I  warn  you  of  the  error  too  often  held  or  implied 
that  the  preachers  of  the  Gospel  are  charged  with  the  whole  burden 
of  the  world’s  uplift. 

Your  gifts  prescribe  your  duties;  your  advantages  and  privileges 
are  the  measure  of  your  obligations. 

The  small  man  is  he  who  refuses  the  little  tasks,  Genius,  as  has 
been  said,  is  not  the  ability  to  do  some  great  thing  but  the  capacity 
to  do  a  number  of  things  well. 

There  is  more  courage  in  standing  up  to  a  disagreeable  though 
necessary  occupation  or  in  resisting  a  fascinating  temptation  than 
in  standing  in  front  of  a  gun. 
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There  is  need  in  the  world  for  workers,  but  a  greater  need  is 
for  leaders  who  shall  be  men  of  conscience,  of  genius  and  of 
courage. 

If  education  is  to  be  anything  more  than  an  ornament  or  a  polish 
its  prime  function  is  to  create  leaders.  And  genuine  leaders  will 
always  find  somebody  to  lead. 

Along  with  any  honorable  profession  or  legitimate  trade  which 
you  may  choose  there  is  a  call  to  you  to  take  a  hand  in  the  local 
or  larger  efforts  for  civic  righteousness,  in  the  sociological  prob¬ 
lems  peculiar  to  our  time  and  country  which  have  so  struck  home 
to  men  like  Geo.  W.  Perkins  of  New  York,  and  W.  R.  Stirling  of 
Chicago,  and  John  R.  Mott,  W.  Jay  Schiefflin,  and  Anson  Phelps 
Stokes  that  they  have  quit  business  to  do  the  work  of  humanity. 

The  substitution  of  councils  of  peace,  for  councils  of  war  and 
of  arbitration  for  armament  ought  to  arouse  the  universal  sympathy 
of  the  weakest  among  us  and  tax  the  energies  of  the  strongest  that 
the  interdependence  of  men  and  of  nations  which  is  a  demonstrable 
fact  may  reach  its  climax  in  a  unity  that  knows  no  East  or  West, 
no  North  nor  South  and  accepts  the  doctrine  of  human  brotherhood 
as  both  the  ordained  condition  and  the  ideal  relation  for  all  men. 

How  far  you  young  men  are  prepared  to  adopt  this  program  I 
have  no  means  of  knowing,  but  I  am  certain  as  I  am  of  my  own 
existence  that  I  have  not  overstated  the  requirements  for  a  proper 
realization  of  the  meaning  and  value  of  life,  which  is  not  and  never 
can  be  understood  until  we  take  into  our  calculation  all  its  possi¬ 
bilities,  and  I  have  stated  nothing  that  is  impossible  or  chimerical. 
If  you  do  not  see  the  greatness  of  the  charge  to  one  entering  con¬ 
sciously  on  life’s  task,  you  simply  prove  the  truth  of  my  conten¬ 
tion  that  we  need  more  leaders,  and  being  convicted  of  the  demand 
have  to  decide  whether,  you  will  be  a  visionary,  a  man  with  a  vision 
without  a  task  commensurate  with  his  felt  ability,  or  a  drudge, 
that  is  the  man  with  the  hoe  having  an  assigned  task  but  no  vision 
further  than  the  length  of  the  hoe-handle. 

Get  these  thoughts  well  into  your  minds,  young  gentlemen,  and 
you  will  never  have  to  ask  again  the  questions — How  can  I  keep  out 
of  mischief?  Why  must  I  be  pure,  honest,  truthful  and  reverent? 
What  is  there  in  the  world  for  me  to  do?  For  temptation  is  merely 
the  effort  of  the  devil  to  supply  the  unfilled  longings  of  the  soul. 

Purity,  honesty,  truth  and  reverence  are  not  alone  commendable 
because  without  them  you  cannot  be  decent  members  of  society, 
but  because  they  are  the  four  foundation  corners  of  the  whole  social 
superstructure.  Any  other  foundation  is  not  only  precarious,  but 
inherently  weak,  transient  and  dangerous. 

And  the  world  has  in  store  for  you  just  as  much  as  you  will  put 
into  it  of  enthusiasm,  energy,  patience  and  love,  and  no  more. 

An  old  saint,  not  a  Christian  and  not  a  Jew,  asks  and  answers 
the  question: 
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“Where  shall  wisdom  be  found?  And  where  is  the  place  of 
understanding?  Man  knoweth  not  the  price  thereof;  neither  is  it 
found  in  the  land  of  the  living.  (You  see  he  did  not  know  Christ). 

The  depth  saith,  it  is  not  in  me:  and  the  sea  saith,  it  is  not  with 
me.  It  cannot  be  gotten  for  gold,  neither  shall  silver  be  weighed  for 
the  price  thereof. 

It  cannot  be  valued  with  the  gold  of  Ophir,  with  the  precious 
onyx  or  the  sapphire.  The  gold  and  the  crystal  cannot  equal  it: 
and  the  exchange  of  it  shall  not  be  figured  of  fine  gold.  No  mention 
shall  be  made  of  coral,  or  of  pearls;  for  the  price  of  wisdom  is 
above  rubies. 

The  topaz  of  Ethiopia  shall  not  equal  it,  neither  shall  it  be  vlaued 
with  pure  gold;  whence  then  cometh  wisdom  and  where  is  the  place 
thereof?  ***** 

God  understandeth  the  way  thereof  and  He  knoweth  the  place 
thereof.  *  *  *  He  prepared  it  and  searched  it  out  and  unto 

man  he  said,  Behold  the  fear  of  his  hand,  that  is  wisdom;  and  to 
depart  from  evil  is  understanding.” — Job.  28.  12-2  8. 

You  have  probably  before  this  perceived  the  needs  of  reform  in 
State  and  society,  and  possibly  in  the  Church,  and  maybe  have  re¬ 
solved  upon  those  which  you  will  at  once  engage  to  promote.  Do 
not  imagine  that  the  older  men  are  out  of  sympathy  with  you;  they 
will,  on  the  contrary,  welcome  the  assistance  of  your  zeal  and  your 
prompt  activity.  That  reforms  are  needed  there  can  be  no  question, 
for  on  the  very  face  of  things  there  are  conditions  which  could  not 
exist  if  all  were  right  within.  Thus  it  would  appear  that  reform  is 
needed  in  our  highest  legislative  Assembly  in  order  suitably  to 
represent  all  the  people,  when  we  find  six  hundred  and  forty  men 
of  one  profession  in  the  House  and  more  than  fifty  of  the  same  pro¬ 
fession  in  the  Senate.  This  preponderance  without  naming  the  pro¬ 
fession  cannot  possibly  be  in  the  interest  of  the  best  results  in  legis¬ 
lation.  Reform  is  greatly  needed  in  our  Courts  of  first  instance, 
where  it  appears  from  abundant  testimony  that  cases  once  made 
are  continued  or  dismissed  according  to  the  ability  of  the  accused 
to  adjust  matters,  which  means  the  feeing  of  certain  officers  instead 
of  allowing  the  case  to  be  tried  on  its  merits.  Reform  is  certainly 
needed  in  our  higher  Courts  in  which  cases  are  postponed  from 
term  to  term  and  a  batch  of  opinions  is  rendered  six  months  or  more 
after  trial  when  on  account  of  the  size  of  the  Docket  and  the  in¬ 
tervening  cases  it  is  impossible  that  any  judge  not  gifted  with  an 
eternal  memory  and  omniscience  can  weigh  the  arguments  which 
have  been  presented  months  before  or  give  each  individual  case  its 
proper  attention. 

It  is  worth  the  attention  of  you  young  reformers  to  enquire 
whether  something  is  not  needed  to  improve  the  ethics  of  some 
professions,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  when  in  the  meeting  of  the  Bar 
Association  at  Portland,  Maine,  a  few  years  ago  a  resolution  was 
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offered  to  make  the  Ten  Commandments  the  basis  of  ethics  govern¬ 
ing  the  legal  profession  it  was  solemnly  averred  that  the  Courts 
could  not  be  run  on  any  such  basis  and  the  resolution  was  snowed 
under. 

Then  there  are  great  questions  in  your  own  State  which  will 
undoubtedly  test  your  honesty  as  well  as  your  ability  and  your 
regard  for  truth  and  right  to  the  utmost,  such  as  temperance  legis¬ 
lation  which  is  not  by  any  means  completed;  the  protection  of  chil¬ 
dren  from  excessive  labor;  the  ruin  of  health  in  the  support  of  lazy 
and  unfeeling  parents;  the  upholding  of  law  against  mob  violence, 
in  any  and  all  criminal  cases  however  serious;  for  nothing  can  be 
plainer  than  that  one  violation  of  law  and  justice  through  auorized 
channels  breeds  disrespect  and  disregard  for  all  principles  of  right 
and  that  the  law-breaking  spirit  is  more  contagious  than  confluent 
small-pox.  Nor  are  we  warranted  in  believing  that  commercial 
honor  has  reached  that  state  of  perfection  which  requires  no  further 
amendment,  of  which  you  will  come  to  know  more  when  you  are 
engaged  in  banking,  real  estate  and  other  fiscal  transactions. 

But  I  charge  you,  gentlemen,  that  we  can  hope  for  nothing  from 
you  unless  your  own  character  formation  be  regarded  as  the  primary 
requisite  to  any  successful  ventures  in  these  fields  . 

Our  modern  knight  will  take  his  model  from  Sir  Galahad  of  old 
“whose  strength  was  as  the  strength  of  ten,  because  his  heart  was 
pure.”  Or  we  might  turn  to  Shakespeare  and  learn  from  the  man 
who  had  trod  all  the  depths  and  shoals  of  honor,  of  the  motive 
governing  the  men  who  would  assist  in  reform: 

“Be  just  and  fear  not; 

Let  all  the  ends  thou  aims’t  at,  be  thy  country’s, 

Thy  God’s,  and  truth’s;  then,  if  thou  falls’t, —  v  • 

Thou  falls’t  a  blessed  martyr.” 

—King  Henry  VIII,  Act  II,  Sc.  II. 


II 

The  Permanent  Elements  of  Democracy. 

Life  and  Law. 

If  thou  wouldest  enter  into  life,  keep  the  com¬ 
mandments. — S.  Matthew  XIX.  17. 

Disrespect  for  Law,  a  topic  of  such  frequent  comment  in  our 
time,  and  specially  in  our  country;  and  disregard  for  Law  except 
as  to  the  avoidance  of  the  penalties  imposed  and  the  assurance  of 
their  being  applied  require  us  to  consider  those  factors  which  go 
to  make  up  what  is  termed  obedience,  existing  primarily  in  a  law- 
abiding  disposition. 

'  We  should  not  be  willing  to  admit  that  our  pepole  are  more 
wilful  than  others;  the  disrespect  observed  among  many  citizens 
of  the  highest  standing  requires  some  other  explanation  than  that 
they  are  victims  of  a  lawless  spirit,  which  they  would  promptly 
and  vigorously  repudiate. 

Forced  to  seek  for  other  and  better  reasons  than  those  which 
dishonor  our  civilization,  not  to  say  our  Christianity,  let  us  enquire 
what  is  the  basis  and  what  the  encouragement  of  or  dissuasives 
from  the  acceptance  and  maintenance  of  principles  of  action  which 
all  but  the  most  degraded  would  recognize  as  sound,  safe  and 
salutary. 

First  then  is  the  framer,  maker  or  giver  of  the  law;  the  authority 
from  which  the  law  proceeds,  which  in  reason  must  be  authentic, 
competent  and  impartial.  Nothing  less  than  these  qualifications 
must  stand  out  boldly  and  unchallenged  in  the  promulgation  of  any 
code  of  duty,  civil  or  religious.  These  should  be  accompanied  by 
recognized  wisdom  as  to  the  resultant  effect  of  the  practice  of  the 
principles  involved. 

Secondly,  those  affected  by  any  statute  or  ordinance  must  have 
confidence  in  the  dispenser  or  administrator  so  as  to  be  sure  that 
the  operation  of  the  law  may  not  be  characterized  by  individual 
conceit,  preference,  a  disposition  for  or  against  any  particular  sub¬ 
ject  or  class  of  subjects,  and  that  the  judge  should,  in  his  office, 
be  impeccable,  unaffected  by  fear,  uncontrolled  by  power,  untouched 
by  greed,  graft  or  any  other  influence  which  might  be,  and  sooner 
or  later  will  be,  brought  to  bear  to  secure  a  decision. 

Justice  equal,  fair  and  blind  to  the  movement  of  the  scales,  is 
that  which  each  one  has  an  indefeasible  right  to  expect,  nay  to 
demand,  if  his  obedience  is  not  to  be  forced,  and  a  disposition  is 
not  to  be  created  which  in  the  long  run  is  worse  than  disobedience, 
or  any  offence  for  which  one  may  be  brought  to  book. 

As  all  government  to  be  safe  and  permanent  rests  on  the  consent 
of  the  governed,  so  all  law  rests  for  its  final  support  upon  the 
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response  in  the  reason,  the  common  sense,  the  educated  and  re¬ 
fined  perception  of  those  to  whom  it  is  directed. 

No  law  intended  for  beings  of  intelligence  and  conscience  can 
survive  inability  to  furnish  a  good  and  true  warranty  to  valuable 
possessions,  and  to  warrant  against  and  by  its  operation  prevent 
calamitous  consequences. 

Its  aim  and  purpose  to  proomte  human  welfare  must  be  sufficient¬ 
ly  obvious  to  the  thinking  mind,  without  going  into  intricate  ex¬ 
planations;  and  it  must  further  be  uniform,  not  capricious,  in  the 
method  of  observance  and  the  ends  to  be  gained. 

It  is  not  to  my  purpose  even  to  intimate  whether  or  not  the  laws 
of  our  land,  of  nation  or  state  conform  to  my  description  or  not. 

If  not,  and  there  will  be  a  plenty  to  study  and  compare  them, 
you  may  as  well  expect  that  our  laws  will  be  obeyed  as  to  expect 
that  an  apple  can  drop  into  a  bucket  of  muriatic  acid  and  remain 
whole,  or  that  the  bringing  together  of  opposite  poles  will  not  pro¬ 
duce  lightning. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  nature  and  permanence  of  the 
forces  in  readiness,  my  figures  are  weak. 

My  apprehension,  not  yet  my  conviction,  is  that  in  this  favored 
land  we  are  standing  very  near  the  mouth  of  a  volcano,  and  we 
would  (or  some  of  us)  better  move  back  and  away  from  our  pres¬ 
ent  station. 

Divine  Law. 

The  intention  in  these  preliminary  statements  is  to  prepare  your 
mind  for  an  interpretation,  not  a  modification  or  adjustment,  of 
the  Law  which,  since  it  was  delivered  to  Moses  on  Sinai  amid  voices 
and  action  of  nature  designed,  as  we  believe,  to  secure  attention 
and  to  promote  awe  of  the  Divine  Presence,  has  furnished  the 
seed-germs  of  all  law  wherever  conscience  has  spoken  or  Revela¬ 
tion  has  been  accepted. 

It  is  an  omen  of  the  worst  possible  import,  and  the  statement, 
if  true,  is  a  prophecy  of  impending  disaster  that,  in  the  language 
of  a  distinguished  lawyer  and  statesman,  if  the  Decalogue  be  ac¬ 
cepted  as  the  ground  of  legal  procedure,  our  courts  would  have  to 
close  their  doors  in  twenty-four  hours  as  the  administration  of  law 
would  be  impossible. 

The  attitude  of  a  great  number  of  people  toward  this  unique 
code  lends  color  to  the  suspicion  that  the  gentleman  referred  to  is 
not  solitary  or  peculiar. 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  Church-fulls  of  very 
respectables  people,  not  of  one  or  of  many  names,  regard  the  Ten 
Commandments  as  a  body  of  precepts  fitted  to  the  needs  and  given 
with  a  beneficent  purpose  for  the  use  of  a  single  race  or  nation; 
that  their  meaning  is  inapplicable  under  the  Gospel,  and  they  are 
as  obsolete  as  the  ceremonial  requirements  with  reference  to  the 
observance  of  days,  the  offering  of  sacrifices  or  the  dress  and  usages 
of  the  Levitical  priesthood. 
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It  is  a  singular  commentary  that  the  same  people  who  have  for 
themselves  abrogated  the  Tithe  and  suspended  the  Decalogue,  have 
agreed  to  retain  capital  punishment  which  has  no  other  support  in 
Revelation  than  a  few  isolated  sentences  in  the  Old  Testament 
more  capable  of  being  construed  as  a  prevalent  custom  in  early 
times  than  as  a  Divine  Command,  and  to  say  the  least  exceedingly 
doubtful  as  to  Divine  Warrant  of  the  Law,  while  being  absolutely 
out  of  accord  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  cannot  but  wonder  what  they  think  of  the  reduction  of  ten 
commandments  into  two  by  our  Blessed  Lord,  and  its  final  resolu¬ 
tion  into  one  word  and  one  thought,  Love. 

Why  Reason  Seems  to  Oppose  the  Decalogue. 

But  there  is  a  reason,  which  we  believe  we  can  assign,  why  there 
is  a  wide-spread  sentiment  against  the  Decalogue,  based  upon  the 
conception  of  the  justice  of  God;  the  fairness  of  Him  who  caused 
it  to  be  promulgated. 

It  is  a  stock  objection  of  unbelief  that  the  Old  Testament  is  dis¬ 
credited  by  the  terms  of  the  Second  Commandment — that  the  sins 
of  the  fathers  are  visited  upon  the  children  unto  the  third  and 
fourth  generations. 

Now  suppose  we  turn  this  commandment  around  a  little,  look  at 
the  facts,  and  see  what  is  called  the  Law  of  Nature  (which  we  be¬ 
lieve  to  be  a  part  of  the  Laws  of  God)  in  respect  of  sin. 

A  single  instance  in  criminology  is  a  complete  demonstration  of 
the  fact.  One  vicious  character  unchecked  is  the  starting  point  of 
criminal  tendencies  which  develope  in  a  few  generations  into  thou¬ 
sands  of  degraded  and  dangerous  wretches,  and  produce  thieves, 
murderers,  incendiaries,  bestial  creatures  and  not  a  few  idiots 
and  insane. 

Such  a  case  is  of  record,  and  every  crime  has  in  it  the  possibility 
of  similar  results  the  world  over. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  find  the  children  of  drunkards 
dying  early  of  excessive  alcoholism,  gluttony  or  debauchery.  The 
inheritance  sometimes  takes  the  form  of  morals  weak  in  other  direc¬ 
tions,  and  the  progeny  numbers  defaulters,  and  various  orders  of 
crooks. 

Many  of  the  delicate  and  puny  people  of  one  generation  are  the 
descendants  of  men  and  women  of  a  not  distant  past  who  have' 
violated  the  laws  of  health,  sanitation  and  hygiene. 

A  multitude  of  diseases  are  progressively  hereditary  or  are  the 
results  of  tendencies, — weak  spots,  malformation,  nerve-troubles, 
being  the  manifestation  of  congenital  carelessness  or  habits  or  asso¬ 
ciations  of  sinning  progenitors  who  have  lived  in  disregard  or 
ignorance  of  the  inevitable  connection  of  cause  and  effect. 

The  worst  therefore  that  can  be  said  against  this  commandment 
is  that  it  is  the  announcement  of  a  principle  so  generally  applicable 
that  a  large  part  of  the  business  of  lawyers,  physicians,  and  we 
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may  add  preachers,  is  to  correct  the  errors  of  the  past  and  to 
repair  as  far  as  possible  the  ravages  upon  humanity  through  the 
sins  of  our  ancestors. 

It  is  no  part  of  the  Divine  decree  to  make  these  things  happen, 
but  it  is  the  part  of  love  and  of  a  protecting  providence  to  warn 
men  of  the  consequences  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of 
violation  of  what  S.  Paul  calls  the  law  written  in  our  hearts,  and 
to  indicate  the  wisdom  of  purity,  self-control,  honesty,  temperance 
and  other  virtues. 

I  have  selected  this  one  commandment  first  because  it  most  com¬ 
monly  challenges  an  objection  to  its  supposed  difficulty,  which  I 
have  shown  does  not  exist,  and  next  as  an  illustration  of  what  the 
Decalogue  is  in  its  entirety — that  it  is  not  an  arbitrary  list  of  orders 
enacted  by  almighty  power  with  penalties  attached,  and  with  the 
means  of  enforcing  obedience,  but 

A  declaration  by  Omniscience  at  a  particular  time  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  right  and  wrong  for  the  health  and  continued  well-being  of 
his  creatures,  persisting  through  all  time,  attested  and  confirmed 
by  the  lives  of  righteous  men  and  women  of  every  age  and  of  every 
nation  since  man  was  placed  on  the  earth. 

The  first  or  commonview,  generally  held  and  taught,  fails  to 
convince  us  because  any  law  or  set  of  laws  however  high  the 
authoritative  source  or  how  impartially  or  justly  soever  adminis¬ 
tered,  produce  not  willingly  obedience  but  resentment,  if  they  be 
purley  arbitrary,  no  matter  what  the  power  to  enforce  them  may 
be,  or  the  nature  of  the  penalties  for  violation  unless  they  appeal 
to  an  implanted  sense  of  righteousness  and  are  capable  of  being 
subjected  to  tests  which  will  demonstrate  the  principles  involved. 

A  simple  illustration  is  supplied  in  the  conduct  of  a  school-boy. 
He  breaks  a  rule  established  by  an  arbitrary  teacher  and  involving 
no  principle,  and  is  punished  by  an  arm  stronger  than  his  own, 
which  he  has  no  power  to  resist.  What  is  the  result  but  an  out¬ 
raged  sense  of  justice?  Ever  after  there  is  a  feeling  of  resentment, 
which  if  it  might  have  done  so,  would  have  broken  out  in  violent 
resistance. 

His  obedience  grounded  on  force  and  not  on  right  is  abnormal, 
unhealthy,  insincere.  Might  never  makes  right  in  man  or  God. 

Yet  this  is  the  aspect  in  which  the  Decalogue  customarily  appears 
in  current  teaching. 

Now  remember  that  it  is  not  the  breaking  of  the  Decalogue 
which  makes  sin  but  the  violation  of  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
righteousness  enunciated  in  the  Decalogue  and  which  were  the  basis 
of  right  living  before  Israel  ever  came  to  Sinai  or  Moses  was  born. 

To  commit  theft,  murder,  adultery  is  wrong  not  because  the 
Decalogue  says  so,  but  because  it  always  was  and  always  will  be 
wrong. 
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Go  back  into  the  dim  history  of  the  past,  before  the  history  of 
Israel  begins,  and  see  the  principles  at  work.  See  Abraham  coming 
out  of  a  heathen  country  and  worshiping  not  the  Sun,  nor  natural 
objects,  nor  animals  nor  idols,  but  Elohim — the  Lord  that  called 
and  led  him.  See  filial  piety  exemplified  in  Isaac,  and  note  how 
lying  was  rebuked  in  his  mother.  Noah  illustrates  the  Sin  of 
drunkenness,  Cain  the  Sin  of  murder,  and  Lot’s  descendants,  Moab 
and  Ammon,  are  abiding  examples  of  the  sin  of  incest.  The  Pha¬ 
raoh  of  Abraham’s  time  and  Abimelech  of  Gerar  (Genesis  XII  and 
XX)  were  heathen  men,  yet  both  of  them  recognized  and  avoided 
the  sin  of  adultery. 

Now  what  is  said  of  laws  on  these  subjects  is  common  to  every 
Divine  law — that  it  is  established  by  God’s  will  and  decree,  because 
it  is  founded  upon  a  principle  which  is  for  the  well-being  of  every 
man  of  every  generation  and  is  a  factor  in  that  righteousness  which 
ennobles  man  and  exalteth  the  nation;  which  is  an  attribute  of 
Deity  Itself. 

The  Fourth  Commandment,  which  is  national  only  in  the  one 
feature  of  the  seventh  day  selected,  has  as  its  ground  principle  the 
value  and  necessity  of  one  day  in  seven  for  rest  and  worship  as 
permanent,  as  the  allotment  of  the  right  for  rest  for  man  and 
beast.  So  that  there  is  scarcely  a  better  concrete  illustration  of 
the  nature  nad  purpose  of  the  Decalogue  or  evidence  or  Omniscience 
and  goodness  than  that  furnished  in  the  right  employment  of  the 
Lord’s  Day. 

The  case  stands  thus  with  our  age. 

Even  if  we  did  not  know  anything  of  the  Old  Testament,  or 
knowing  did  not  give  it  any  credence  except  as  a  volume  of  the 
history  and  training  of  a  single  nation,  or  did  not  believe  it  at  all, 
the  Decalogue  is  a  document  of  inestimable  value  and  its  dictates 
are  thoroughly  trustworthy,  because  having  been  subjected  to  a 
test  of  some  6,000  years,  having  been  compared  with  the  moral 
codes  of  all  other  peoples,  it  is  completely  justified  and  its  priniples 
verified  by  every  nation,  state,  family  or  individual  which  has  lived 
under  and  by  it.  Other  codes  have  fallen  into  desuetude,  where 
they  did  not  tally  with  these  ten  laws. 

And  it  is  daily  more  and  more  apparent  that  any  system  of 
morals  which  does  not  include  the  principles  of  the  ten  command¬ 
ments  is  illusory  and  ineffectual. 

The  laws  forbidding  dishonesty,  murder  and  adultery  are  found 
necessary  not  only  to  preserve  rights  of  property,  safety  to  life  and 
purity  of  the  family  in  any  stage  or  in  its  descent;  but  the  difficul¬ 
ties  and  vexations,  the  conflict  between  labor  and  capital,  and  many 
social  evils  today  are  directly  traceable  to  covetousness!  The  neg¬ 
lect  and  indifference  of  sons  and  daughters,  the  misery  of  the 
ignorant,  the  coarseness,  brutality  and  selfishness  of  our  time  are 
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the  direct  result  of  lack  of  reverence  for  God  and  consideration  for 
man,  which  it  is  the  aim  of  the  first  four  commandments  to  pre¬ 
serve. 

And  now  if  I  am  permitted  to  speak  to  you  in  the  Name  of  God 
Incarnate,  Whose  servant  I  strive  to  be,  and  if  I  may  count  upon 
hearers  who  accept  His  Person  as  the  living  embodiment  of  all 
that  is  good  and  pure  and  holy,  a  sacrifice  and  example  for  us, 
I  ask  you  to  observe  and  hold  fast  His  ratification  by  word  and  deed 
in  repeated  instances  of  this  old  code  of  morals,  and  to  note  how 
He  reduces  the  whole  into  two  commandments  “Thou  shalt  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  mind  and  with 
all  thy  soul  and  with  all  thy  strength,  and  thy  neighbour  as  thyself, 
upon  which  hang  all  the  Law  and  the  Prophets. 

You  can  make  all  the  plans  you  please  for  the  amelioration  of 
social  conditions  and  the  improvement  of  family  life;  you  can 
organize  your  societies  and  adopt  rules  of  the  oldest  and  wisest 
and  most  experienced  of  men;  but  if  you  are  to  have  any  lasting 
progress  and  stable  happiness,  any  permanent  success  you  must 
try  and  prove  every  effort  by,  and  make  it  conform  to,  the  prin¬ 
ciples  here  brought  together  under  ten  heads  or  specific  duties, 
whether  given  to  Moses,  Confucius,  Gautama  or  Socrates,  and  just 
as  sound  and  imperishable  in  this  year  of  our  Republic  as  they 
were  in  the  time  of  Adam,  Abraham,  Moses,  Isaiah  or  Jesus  Christ; 
as  applicable  to  one  race  as  to  another,  without  respect  of  station 
or  position,  the  highest  with  the  lowest,  the  youngest  with  the 
oldest. 

My  friends  and  hearers,  I  plead  with  you  as  a  friend,  that  to 
secure  and  maintain  these  principles  as  greater  than  wealth,  dearer 
than  fame,  more  potent  than  success  is  the  common  privilege  of 
each  and  all  of  us. 

But  to  make  them  effective  in  our  time  and  for  generations  yet 
unborn,  we  can  not,  we  dare  not  neglect  the  vital  necessity  for 
corporate,  united  action. 

So  that  whatever  may  be  the  divergence  of  our  views  on  political 
questions,  on  the  lines  of  social  intercourse,  on  guaranteed  rights, 
on  the  work  of  our  courts  or  legislative  enactments,  on  these  prin¬ 
ciples  we  must  agree  and  live  and  act,  as  the  only  positive  assu¬ 
rance  that  we  and  they  who  come  after  us  may  be  safe  and  happy. 
Let  no  denominational  connection,  no  business  interests,  no  legiti¬ 
mate  pleasures,  no  force  nor  deceit  nor  fraud  ever  make  us  swerve 
from  God’s  Law  of  righteousness. 

Churches  must  stand  or  change  with  the  acceptance  won  among 
those  to  whom  they  minister;  governments  will  be  modified  to  suit 
times  and  conditions;  social  relations  will  adjust  themselves; 
“men  may  come  and  men  may  go”  but  the  one  thing  which  stands 
immutable,  and  like  Sinai  raises  its  head  upward  in  the  sight  of 
the  Almighty  and  looking  over  all  the  mounds  and  depressions,  the 
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hills  and  the  valleys  in  the  pure  atmosphere  of  everlasting  truth 
and  goodness,  is  the  imperishable  law  of  right.  And  to  follow  this 
law  is  wisdom. 

“Wisdom,  awful  wisdom!  which  inspects, 

Discerns,  compares,  weighs,  separates,  infers, 

Seizes  the  right  and  holds  it  to  the  last.”* 

The  preacher  may  sometimes  err  in  judgment  and  in  the  relative 
importance  of  his  recommendations,  but  there  is  no  mistake  in 
this,  that  the  quickest  way  to  heal  the  sores  of  the  body  politic, 
to  remedy  the  workman’s  grievances,  to  repress  and  control  wealth 
misapplied,  to  avoid  war  and  establish  international  good-will,  to 
abate  nuisances  and  create  civic  improvements,  to  cure  the  social 
evil,  and  rout  the  white-slave  traffickers,  to  establish  order,  tem¬ 
perance  and  good  government,  to  bring  about  conditions  of  decency, 
cleanliness  and  health,  to  establish  a  valid  and  veritable  Christian 
Science,  and  to  hasten  the  reign  of  truth  and  goodness,  is  that  all 
men  and  women  who  believe  in  the  triumph  of  good  and  want  the 
best  for  themselves  and  their  children  combine  in  their  churches 
and  societies,  their  orders  and  their  clubs,  white  or  black,  brown 
or  yellow,  and  stand  for  the  observance  of  this  plain  and  simple 
old  law  which  has  never  yet  yielded  anything  for  man  but  blessed¬ 
ness  and  peace,  and  is  today  the  best  antidote  for  all  human  ills. 

If  Christians  and  decent  people  of  all  creeds,  or  none,  will  stand 
together,  and  plan  and  work  together  on  this  platform,  we  should 
put  out  of  business  many  of  the  commissions  and  courts  of  the  land, 
the  expense  of  our  legislatures  and  congresses  and  conventions 
would  be  saved,  and  poverty  and  crime,  hunger  and  dirt,  blasphemy 
and  obscurity  would  be  run  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  This  would 
be  Utopia.  The  millenium  would  be  here.  It  is  worth  thinking 
about.  It  is  worth  praying  for  and  striving  for  until  accomplished. 


*Young’s  Night  Thoughts;  Night  II,  line  498. 
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Ill 

Creed  and  Life. 

Jesus  said  unto  her,  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life:  he  that 
believeth  in  me  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live: 

And  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die. 

— S.  John  XI.  25,  2  6. 

I  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead;  and  behold,  I  am  alive  for 
evermore,  Amen. — Rev.  I.  18. 


Since  the  world  began  such  an  assumption  had  never  been  offered 
to  credulity.  Taken  into  connection  with  the  miracle  of  the  raising 
of  Lazarus  and  with  the  still  greater  miracle  of  His  own  rising  from 
the  grave,  it  is  clear  to  every  believer  in  Revelation  that  Our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  established  His  claim  to  have  power  over  life  and 
death — the  power  of  God — and  justified  the  confidence  which  the 
Christian  from  time  immemorial  has  reposed  in  faith  in  Him. 

Belief  which  can  survive  death  and  supervene  the  power  of  the 
grave  is  not  a  simple  credence  given  to  a  certain  set  of  facts  but 
the  permanent  energy  of  faith  in  the  Person  of  whom  the  facts 
form  the  environment. 

Between  this  kind  of  faith  and  the  life  of  a  man,  there  is  a 
definite  relation  based  upon  the  constant  of  his  share  in  the  life 
and  death  and  life  again  of  Jesus  Christ. 

When  we  speak  of  Christian  Faith  we  refer  to  that  belief  which 
for  eighteen  centuries  has  centered  in  the  person  of  Him  who  died 
and  was  buried  and  rose  again,  Jesus  the  Son  of  God;  we  postulate 
belief  in  God  the  Father,  the  Creator  in  all  His  power,  wisdom  and 
dominion.  By  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  we  add  to  that  belief  that  God 
is  Love,  heretofore  an  inference  not  a  revelation. 

It  is  too  late  in  the  history  of  human  thought  and  experience  to 
re-open  the  controversy  with  the  Deists.  Bolinbroke  and  Hobbes 
and  Hume  are  as  dead  as  Simon  Magus,  Cerinthus  and  Philo  Judaeus. 

Humanity  spelled  with  a  large  H  is  as  inefficient  for  the  purposes 
of  a  world-wide  religion  as  the  cult  of  local  deities,  Greek,  Roman 
or  Egyptian. 

When  then  an  honoured  octogenarian  steps  before  an  audience 
and  in  a  philanthropic  effort  undertakes  to  afford  amusement  by 
questioning  the  fundamentals  of  belief  which  actuate  the  benefi¬ 
cence  and  the  charity  of  all  his  auditors,  save  a  few  who  would 
smile  back  at  a  grinning  skull,  the  occasion  is  one  which  does  not 
demand  argument  or  retaliation. 

It  is  a  case  which  requires  us  to  walk  backward  and  cast  the 
mantle  of  filial  pity  over  the  naked  agnosticism  which  in  a  moment 
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of  supreme  weakness  he  disclosed  to  the  public  gaze,  and  wait  for 
the  day  that  will  bring  with  better  reason  the  consciousness  of 
shame. 

It  is  an  unfortunate  habit  of  speech  with  some  people  who  do 
sincerely  appreciate  the  value  of  a  noble  life,  and,  for  all  I  know, 
aim  to  lead  such  a  life,  to  assert  very  positively  that  there  is  no 
necessity  connected  between  the  life  which  a  man  leads  and  the 
creed  which  he  believes.  Not  any  more,  we  should  say,  than  be¬ 
tween  the  fruit  which  we  pluck  from  the  tree  and  the  soil  in 
which  it  is  rooted — nor  than  between  the  movement  of  human 
limbs  and  the  heart,  or  of  intelligent  action  and  the  brain.  When 
these  can  be  analyzed  apart,  then  can  we  dissociate  the  Creed  and 
the  Life. 

The  remark,  that  the  two  are  totally  separate,  is  a  re-vamping 
of  Pope’s  derisive  couplet  which  furnishes  a  jingle  but  wants  sense, 

“For  forms  of  faith  let  curious  zealots  fight; 

His  can’t  be  wrong  whose  life  is  in  the  right.” 

Assuming  acceptance  of  the  New  Testament  as  a  guide,  there 
are  three  (and  many  more)  confessions  recorded  which  determine 
absolutely  the  position  of  the  New  Testament  writers  and  con¬ 
temporaneous  Christians  upon  the  received  belief  in  the  perfect 
deity  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  so  far  established  one  article  of  the 
Christian’s  Creed. 

Peter  stands  forth  for  all  time  as  the  first  positive  exponent  of 
the  Church’s  continuous  belief — S.  Matthew  XVI.  16,  “Thou  art 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God.” 

You  will  recall  that  this  credal  statement  was  accepted  by  our 
Blessed  Lord  with  his  outspoken  approval  and  reward. 

In  unmistakable  language,  after  His  Resurrection,  Thomas  ad¬ 
dressed  Him  worshipfully  “My  Lord,  and  my  God.” — S.  John  XX.  28. 

For  any  other  person  than  Deity  to  accept  this  homage  would 
have  been  blasphemy  and  sacrilege. 

Keeping  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified  as  the  centre  of  His 
teaching,  the  Apostle  Paul  does  not  hesitate  many  time  to  assert 
the  coequality  of  Christ  with  the  Father,  as  to  the  Colossian  Church 
he  writes — “In  Him  (Christ)  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  God¬ 
head  bodily.” 

I  do  not  propose  to  present  the  whole  or  any  considerable  part 
of  the  proof  of  the  Deity  of  Christ.  I  simply  desire  to  impress  upon 
you  that  thus  early  the  beliefs  and  teachings  of  the  Apostles  had 
assumed  a  perfectly  definite  form,  and  that  the  Deity  of  Jesus 
Christ  was  one  essential  feature  of  that  form.  This  then  in  brief 
is  a  Creed. 

It  is  not  at  all  a  difficult  task  to  place  together  the  proven  claims 
of  the  Christ  in  harmonized  statements  of  the  four  Evangelists  and 
S.  Paul  in  such  a  way  as  to  show  what  the  belief,  the  faith,  the 
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creed  of  the  Apostolic  Church  as  to  this  one  doctrine  really  was. 
The  result  would  be  sufficiently  and  accurately  expressed  in  the 
terms  familiar  to  our  lips  and  ears: 

“I  believe  in  One  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  only-begotten  Son  of 
God,  &c.” — Nicene  Creed. 

The  true  warrant  for  a  creed  which  is  firmly  and  reverently  held 
as  one  of  the  essential  terms  of  life  must  be  found  in  the  Founder 
of  the  religion  of  which  that  Creed  forms  a  part. 

There  is  no  possible  escape  by  means  of  a  kenosis,  or  by  His 
ascription  of  precedence  to  His  Father,  from  the  definite  assertion 
by  Himself  of  His  claims  as  God. 

He  manifested  His  own  glory  (S.  John  II.  ii)  in  miracles  which 
have  no  earthly  correspondence  in  their  power  and  mode  of  their 
performance. 

His  pronouncement  of  the  forgiveness  of  sins  (S.  Matthew  IX.  2); 
His  declaration  of  omnipotence  (S.  Matthew  XXVII.  18)  of  His 
lordship  of  the  Sabbath  (S.  Matthew  XII.  6),  and  of  His  power 
and  authority  in  the  appointment  of  His  Kingdom;  His  asserted 
equality  (clearly  understood  by  His  enemies)  (S.  John  V.  17),  the 
right  to  judge  (S.  John  V.  22-23),  the  life  possessed  in  Himself, 
even  the  unique  and  unavoidable  inference  from  hate  (S.  John 
XV.  23)  or  love  of  Him,  and  belief  in  Him  (S.  John  XIV.  1)  and 
lastly  the  statement  without  figure  or  parable — “I  and  my  Father 
are  One — the  Father  is  in  Me  and  I  in  Him  (S.  John  X.  30-35-38) 
demonstrate  the  attitude  of  this  most  distinct  claimant  to  the 
authority,  power  and  privilege  of  Deity. 

And  that  this  doctrine  must  be  in  the  Creed  of  His  disciples  is 
by  Himself  set  forth  in  words  concerning  whose  purport  there  can 
be  no  mistake.  “He  that  believeth  in  me  though  he  were  dead  yet 
shall  he  live:  and  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never 
die.” 

And  again  when  he  couples  this  Creed  with  an  outw’ard  symbol, 
“He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved;  but  he  that  be¬ 
lieveth  not  shall  be  condemned,”  (S.  Mark  XVI.  16).  He  supplies 
the  material  for  a  record  of  His  own  verdict  that  it  does  matter 
what  a  man  believes,  and  forever  binds  together  in  an  indissoluble 
union  His  goodness  and  truth  with  His  Divinity.  He  leaves  His 
hearers  in  the  dilemma  of  the  acceptance  of  both  or  the  rejection 
of  both. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  language  of  biographer  or  enthusiastic 
preacher  which  exceeds  the  directness  of  His  claims,  or  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  necessity  for  life  and  salvation  of  personal  accept¬ 
ance  of  these  claims. 

The  crowning  evidence  of  Divine  power  as  set  forth  in  the  Creed 
of  Christendom  is  that  which  He  Himself  makes  the  culmination 
of  the  manifold  proofs  of  His  Person  as  God, — the  stupendous  act 
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of  His  rising  again  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day.  “I  am  he  that 
liveth,  and  was  dead;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore,  Amen.” 
(Revelation  I.  19). 

Upon  this  article  of  the  faith  as  upon  the  chief  foundation-stone 
rests  all  the  preaching  of  the  Apostles,  the  ready  suffering  of  martyrs, 
the  power  which  conducts  men  to  a  living,  saving  faith,  and  the 
existence  and  continuance  of  the  Church  throughout  the  ages  as  an 
institution  of  world-wide  beneficence  and  of  a  force  which  has  ac¬ 
complished  more  for  mankind  than  all  other  known  influences 
combined. 

The  felt  necessity  of  a  creed  finds  its  evidence  in  the  well-nigh 
universal  existence  of  convictions  upon  one  or  all  the  articles  which 
compose  the  Creed  of  the  Catholic  Church,  whether  held  or  denied. 
Whether  a  man  believes  that  “there  is  one  God  and  Mahomet  is 
his  prophet”  or  in  “a  stream  of  tendencies  that  make  for  righteous¬ 
ness’  or  in  an  original  atom  out  of  which  man  and  all  things  were 
evolved,  or  in  the  chances  after  death  which  compels  him  to  fear, 
or  in  individual  responisbility  for  all  that  is  to  happen,  he  has  a 
creed.  There  is  a  creed  of  negations  as  well  as  a  creed  of  affirma¬ 
tive  doctrines.  There  are  creeds  of  benevolence,  of  love  of  duty 
and  of  destiny. 

But  one  who  accepts  the  New  Testament  as  a  Revelation  of  God 
and  denies  the  Creed  of  the  Church  affirms  and  rejects  in  the 
same  breath. 

If  he  believes  less  than  the  Creed,  he  believes  less  than  the 
Gospel.  He  may  believe  more  than  is  explicitly  stated  in  the  Creed 
and  still  believe  the  Gospel;  but  he  cannot  reduce  the  Creed  with 
safety,  for  there  is  nothing  contained  therein  but  what  may  be 
proven  by  clear  warranty  of  Scripture. 

But  no  partial  denial  can  ever  convince  our  intelligence  that  he 
has  no  creed.  Let  me  illustrate. 

A  very  recent  writer  expressing  his  views  of  the  Catholic  Faith 
denominates  it  a  man-formulated  creed,  and  would  put  in  its  stead 
as  the  test  of  Christian  fellowship  “honesty  of  purpose  and  up- 
righteousness  of  character.”  We  should  like  to  be  informed  whence 
and  when  comes  the  mutual  exclusion  of  a  definite  faith  and  high 
ideals.  But  strange  to  say  in  the  next  moment  he  produces  his 
creed  constructed,  not  out  of  the  language  but  partly  from  the 
sense  of  Holy  Scripture,  which  needs  but  to  be  placed  in  customary 
form  to  produce  a  creed. 

I  believe  “in  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  in  the  brotherhood  of 
man.  I  believe  in  salvation  by  character.  I  believe  in  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Jesus  and  in  the  progress  of  mankind  onward  and  upward 
forever.” 

“A  prominent  layman”  has  recently  published  a  book  entitled 
“The  Church  of  Christ”  in  which  he  endeavors  to  lay  down  the 
principles  of  reunion  of  divided  Christendom.  (Funk  and  Wagnalls, 
New  York,  1905).  One  of  his  most  earnest  passages,  partly  quoted 
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confession  of  faith  as  unnecessary  and  as  an  hindrance  to  Christian 
unity,  (pp.  309  sq.)  Is  it  credible  that  a  large  part  of  his  book 
is  actually  taken  up  with  the  arguments  for  his  creed?  which  may 
easily  be  put  into  the  following  form,  (p.  237): 

“I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  necessity  of  repentance,  faith 
and  baptism,  in  the  unity  of  the  Saints  and  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  clearly  proven  in  the  New  Testament.” 

He  does  not  realize  how  Catholic  he  is  in  the  belief  which  is 
forced  upon  him  by  his  study  of  Scripture;  and  his  final  conclusion 
that  the  way  to  Unity  is  by  belief  in  the  Bible  without  specification 
(pp.  311,  315)  is  completely  negatived  by  the  preceding  Scriptural 
process  by  which  he  secured  his  creed. 

The  objections  of  these  and  such  like  self-appointed  critics  are 
based  on  errors  which  have  no  foundation  in  fact. 

Their  language  would  lead  the  ignorant  to  suppose  that  about 
the  fourth  century  a  body  of  men  got  together  in  a  meeting,  and 
the  majority  or  stronger  party  forced  upon  the  minority,  and  thus 
upon  the  world  (mirabile  dictu)  a  number  of  peculiar  teachings 
contrary  alike  to  Scripture  and  to  reason;  that  the  minority  or 
heretics  were  the  only  honest  and  conscientious  people,  and  that 
those  who  cling  to  the  ancient  creed  may  be  the  larger  but  they  are 
also  the  worse  people,  who  think  and  act  contrary  to  Holy  Scripture. 

Now  let  the  facts  be  known.  The  Creeeds  were  not  taken  from 
the  New  Testament  for  they  were  the  first  authentic  and  formal 
statements  of  the  truth  in  Jesus  Christ  as  they  fell  from  the  lips 
of  Apostles  and  teachers,  who  themselves  wrote  the  New  Testament. 

They  were  given  as  standards  of  faith  by  those  who  knew  the 
faith  from  their  Divine  Master’s  lips  and  under  the  inspired  teach¬ 
ings  of  the  Blessed  Spirit  sent  from  heaven.  They  formed  the  dis¬ 
tinguishing  mark  or  pass-word  of  believers,  and  were  learned  and 
confessed  by  candidates  for  admission  by  Baptism  into  the  Church, 
and  none  who  could  not  accept  them  ex  animo,  in  a  sincere  heart 
and  mind  were  admitted.  Why?  Because  the  Founder  of  the 
Church  made  the  test  in  giving  the  Apostles  their  commission  “Go 
ye,  baptizing  into  the  Name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  that  I  com¬ 
mand  you.”  And  their  obedience  was  and  is  the  assurance  of  His 
abiding  presence — “And  lo  I  am  with  you  alway  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world.” 

No  one  pretends  to  say  that  nothing  else  is  credible  but  that 
which  is  contained  in  the  Creed;  but  nothing  else  can  be  used  as  a 
test  of  correct  believing,  because  every  word  of  it  has  Divine  author¬ 
ization. 

The  objection  to  a  test  goes  so  far  that  it  simply  makes  every 
man  the  judge  of  his  right  to  membership,  and  to  make  his  own 
creed,  which  very  nearly  represents  the  present  condition  of  the 
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so-called  Christian  world,  in  which  one  man’s  interpretation  of  the 
Bible  is  for  him  and  for  as  many  as  can  be  induced  to  follow  him, 
as  good  as  or  better  than  any  other  interpretation. 

Now  represent  the  circumstances  as  they  occurred.  The  Apostles 
and  their  successors  went  out  and  taught  the  way  of  life  by  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ.  When  in  the  course  of  time  they  came  together, 
because  there  were  false  Christs  and  false  prophets  and  false  apostles 
scattered  abroad  with  their  peculiar  tenets,  men  of  faith  and  author¬ 
ity  placed  their  teachings  side  by  side  (or  in  modern  parlance, 
compared  notes).  All  believed .  in  God  the  Father,  Almighty, 
Creator;  All  believed  in  Jesus  Christ;  one,  John,  called  Him  the 
Word  of  God;  all  believed  in  His  oneness  with  the  Father,  as  He 
Himself  had  taught  them,  and  they  knew  of  His  Birth,  Death,  Res¬ 
urrection  and  Ascension,  and  of  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Paul’s  doctrine  was  like  John’s,  and  Peter’s  like  that  of  James. 
Then  why  not  say  so  and  let  Christians  know  what  to  believe? 
That  is  just  what  they  did.  Of  course  there  were  objections-  What 
about  them?  Why,  if  the  testimony  of  the  multitude  of  faithful 
teachers  and  preachers  was  against  them,  it  was  evident  that  they 
had  fallen  in  with  ignorant  or  unfaithful  guides;  and  they  were 
told  so.  What  else  could  any  honest  and  conscientious  men  do  than 
to  tell  them?  Then  to  give  them  to  know  not  what  a  compelling 
force  required  but  what  reason  and  truth  showed  to  be  true  docT 
trine,  it  was  put  into  form,  so  that  from  that  day  to  this  even  the 
children  may  know  the  words  of  truth  until  they  can  themselves 
know  them  by  the  practical  effect  upon  their  lives  of  a  standard 
which  is  not  perishable  and  variable,  but  which  endures  permanent¬ 
ly  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  believers. 

Of  course  the  devil  got  into  some  of  them  then,  as  he  does  now. 
Some  of  them  called  each  other  hard  names.  If  a  man  found  he 
had  been  mistaken  and  came  to  a  conception  and  acceptance  of  the 
truth,  there  was  one  of  his  former  party  to  rise  up  and  call  him 
dishonest,  an  hypocrite  and  a  dissembler  (for  the  word  Jesuit  had 
not  then  been  coined). 

But  nevertheless  the  truth  prevailed  then  and  it  will  now,  though 
we  do  not,  thank  God,  have  as  stormy  meetings  as  in  at  least  one 
of  the  Apostolic  and  many  of  the  early  councils.  We  are  learning 
that  we  can  Keep  the  Faith  and  keep  our  temper  at  the  same  time; 
and  we  are  learning  that  high  doctrine  and  low  living  do  not  well 
consist;  and  that  believers  in  God  must  be  careful  to  maintain  good 
works. 

Having  shown,  as  we  think  the  normal  and  inevitable  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  creed  out  of  the  original  deposit  of  Faith  in  the  most 
natural  way,  as  much  so  as  words  and  sentences  out  of  the  alphabet, 
or  as  multiplication  and  division  out  of  addition  and  subtraction,  let 
us  turn  to  the  New  Testament  and  see  if  we  may,  the  relation  be¬ 
tween  the  articles  of  the  Creed  and  a  devout,  godly,  honest,  loving 
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life.  For  the  practical  demonstration  we  shall  let  the  lives  of  be¬ 
lievers  be  the  attest,  as  they  will,  if  they  are  true  to  their  ideals. 

Our  first  witness  shall  be  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  (XI.  6) 
who  couples  belief  in  God  with  conviction  that  He  is  the  rewarder 
(and  by  inference,  the  punisher)  according  to  deserts. 

“He  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  He  is,  and  that  He  is 
the  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  Him.” 

Belief  in  Christ.  “Ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me.” — (S. 
John  XIV.  1). 

Examples  must,  for  this  occasion,  answer  for  the  accumulation 
of  evidences. 

Volumes  have  been  written  without  exhausting  the  iiluminative 
power  of  faith  in  God  Incarnate  in  the  Person  of  Christ.  I.  For 
life,  “He  that  believeth  in  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life:  and  he 
that  believeth  not  the  Son,  shall  not  see  life;  but  the  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  him.”  (S.  John  III.  36).  And  this  thought  is  reiterated 
by  the  Christ  and  by  His  chosen  Apostles  who  have  written  con¬ 
cerning  Him.  (Romans  X.  9).  II.  Forgiveness  of  sin.  “Whoso¬ 
ever  believeth  in  Him  shall  have  remission  of  sins.”  (Acts  X.  43). 

III.  Salvation  from  sin,  or  its  opposite  “Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  thou  shalt  be  saved.”  (Acts  XVI.  31).  “If  ye  believe 
not  that  I  am  He,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins.”  (S.  John  VIII.  24). 

IV.  He  prays  for  those  who  shall  believe  through  their  word  (that 
of  His  messengers)  (S.  John  XVII.  20).  V.  S.  Paul  testifies  (Gala¬ 
tians  III.  22)  to  the  “promise  to  them  that  believe”  to  “His  power 
to  us  who  believe.”  |Eph.  I.  19)  (I.  Thess.  II.  13)  “to  the  effectual 
work  in  us  that  believe,”  and  to  the  reunion  hereafter  of  those  who 
believe  and  trust  in  the  power  of  Christ’s  Death  and  Resurrection, 
(I.  Thess.  IV.  14)  “if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again, 
even  them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus  shall  God  bring  with  him.” 

By  their  belief  in  His  Ascension,  S.  Paul  pleads  with  the  Colos- 
sians  (III.  1)  to  seek  higher  things,  and  to  set  their  affections  on 
things  above.  And  so  throughout  the  Creed.  In  the  doctrine  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  we  find  the  beginnings  and  inspirations  of  life,  the 
sanctification  of  motives,  guidance,  direction,  control  and  ever¬ 
present  assistance  and  the  mode  and  pledge  of  the  indwelling  of 
Christ. 

In  the  Holy  Catholic  Church  a  bond  of  union,  the  real  brother¬ 
hood  of  man  in  the  motherhood  of  this  Body  of  Christ,  communion 
with  the  Saints  alive  and  the  Saints  at  rest,  and  universal  charity 
without  inconsistency  in  our  profession.  Then  follow  the  law  of 
pardon,  the  expectation  in  the  future  and  a  life  of  bliss. 

When  we  see  these  things  connected  by  every  word  of  Scripture, 
which  we  cannot  now  further  expand,  we  can  but  wonder  how 
people  can  have  read  their  Bibles,  whether  with  a  veil  upon  their 
hearts  or  with  the  determination  not  to  see  what  God  hath  declared 
for  those  who  believe  and  love  Him. 
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Will  not  some  of  those  who  hear  pray  with  the  man  blind  from 
his  birth — “Lord  that  my  eyes  may  be  opened.”  And  may  I  not 
without  sanctimony  or  assumed  superiority  suggest  the  prayer  of 
that  soul  struggling  for  the  light  and  willing  to  come  to  the  light: 

“Lord  I  believe,  help  thou  mine  unbelief,”  with  the  assurance  that 
their  perseverence  will  be  rewarded  by  His  own  blest  Word:  “Thy 
faith  hath  saved  thee,  go  in  peace.” 

Were  I  to  conclude  at  this  point,  I  should  feel  that  I  had  not 
been  considerate  of  your  attention  and  not  quite  honest  in  the 
treatment  of  a  topic  of  such  vital  and  universal  importance  as  a 
Standard  of  Christian  belief:  I  might  appear  as  a  propagandist  or 
special  pleader  did  I  not  endeavour  to  make  more  explicit  the  re¬ 
lations  between  the  personal  faith  of  a  man  and  the  venerable  form 
which  holds  the  content  of  saving  truths.  It  is  called  the  symbol 
(symbolum)  not  the  sign  or  token,  but  the  casting  together  (sun- 
ballein)  into  permanent  shape,  or  stereotyping,  if  you  please,  the 
objective  facts  to  which  the  personal  faith  consents,  when  once 
the  consciousness  of  sin  and  of  need  determines  the  soul  to  believe 
the  Gospel  story. 

“The  same  longing  after  God,  which  welcomes  the  record  of  the 
revelation  (which  God  gave  His  Son)  having  received  it,  becomes 
that  satisfied  love  which  is  Faith  in  its  highest  form.” 

Thought  first  becomes  definite  in  language,  and  it  is  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  which  the  Creed  furnishes  that  the  bare  consciousness  of 
God  which  is  involved  in  the  consciousness  of  ourselves  becomes  a 
working  theory  of  the  relation  between  God  and  man.  Hence  the 
great  concern  is  not  to  win  assent  upon  the  evidence  to  the  miracu¬ 
lous  narrative  of  the  Gospels  but  to  bring  people  to  enact  in  their 
own  hearts  and  lives  the  work  which  the  Creed  rehearses;  not  to 
convince  them  that  Christ  was  miraculously  born  and  died  and 
rose  again,  but  so  to  affect  them  as  that  they  shall  die  and  rise 
again  with  Him  and  live  as  those  to  whom  their  sins  have  been 
forgiven  and  the  gate  of  eternal  life  thrown  open.” 

There  need  be  no  reserve  in  the  declaration  that  a  mere  intel¬ 
lectual  assent  to  the  facts  recited  in  the  Creed  does  not  fulfill  the 
requirement  of  faith  held  and  taught  as  a  saving  force  from  S.  Paul 
down  to  the  latest  teachers  of  orthodox  Christianity. 

That  men  may  be  no  better  for  the  intellectual  acceptance  of  the 
Creed  is  no  argument  for  the  assumption  that  a  man  is  any  the 
worse  for  the  acceptance  of  every  article. 

Rather  is  it  scripture  to  say  that  every  one  who  has  the  heart 
or  spirit  or  character  engendered  by  faith,  who  possesses  the  atti¬ 
tude  or  disposition  which  gives  him  his  worth  will  welcome  and  not 
dispute  about  the  objective  facts  consonant  with  that  practical  faith 
of  his.  Independently  of  the  cumulative  historical  evidence  and  the 
miraculous  attestation  which  is  greatest  in  the  times  nearest  to  the 
events,  but  which  may  enter  into  the  process  of  reasoning,  it  is 
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undeniably  true  that  the  data  furnished  for  a  correct  hypothesis  by 
the  lives  led  through  eighteen  centuries  of  belief  in  the  activities 
of  the  Creed  cannot  lightly  be  set  aside,  much  less  ignored. 

It  is  vain  to  expect  to  win  the  acceptance  of  a  man  who  says, 
Prove  your  Creed  and  I  will  live  by  it,  for  this  exactly  reverses  the 
process  of  a  living  faith,  whose  fundamental  and  scriptural  doctrine 
is  not  “understand  that  you  may  believe”  but  “do  the  works  of 
faith  and  you  shall  know.”  Or  in  the  exact  language  of  Him  who 
challenged  His  hearers  to  the  use  of  the  a  posteriore  or  experimental 
method  in  their  faith,  “he  that  doeth  my  will  shall  know  of  the 
doctrine  whether  it  be  of  God  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself.” 

One  final  word,  which  I  adopt.  The  greatest  danger  “is  an  un¬ 
dermining  indifference  which  does  not  deny  God  and  duty  but  ignores 
them  and  finds  in  acknowledged  inability  to  know  them,  as  we  know 
matters  of  fact,  a  new  excuse  for  putting  them  aside.  To  ask  for 
a  verification  of  your  idea  of  God  before  you  pray,  or  for  the  proof 
of  the  existence  of  an  absolute  moral  law  before  you  deny  yourself 
in  obedience  to  its  command,  is  to  deprive  yourself  of  the  only 
proof  or  verification  which  the  nature  of  the  case  admits.  You 
cannot  get  a  verification  of  the  idea  of  God  and  duty;  you  can 
only  make  it. 

Faith  to  God  and  duty  will  survive  much  doubt,  difficulty  and 
distress,  and  perhaps  attain  to  some  nobler  mode  of  self  under  their 
influence.  But  if  once  we  come  to  acquiesce  in  such  a  standard  of 
living  as  must  make  us  wish  God  and  duty  to  be  illusions,  faith  must 
surely  die.”  “If  the  light  that  is  in  thee  be  darkness,  how  great 
is  that  darkness!”  “But  he  that  cometh  to  the  light  shall  abide  in 
the  light.” 
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